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UPenn 2015 Motions  1 

ROUND 1 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House believes that cheap oil is does more harm than 
good. 

This House would not exploit oil tar sand deposits. 

This House would tax carbon emissions. 

 

 

Flight B 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would use taxes to stabilize gasoline prices at a 
high level. 

This House would ban fracking for oil and natural gas recovery. 

This House would ban cars from the central areas of large 
cities. 
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UPenn 2015 Motions  2 

ROUND 2 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House believes elected officials should not allow polls to 
influence their actions. 

This House would ban spouses of elected officials from policy 
roles and deliberations. 

This House would forbid private funding in political campaigns. 

 

 

Flight B 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would televise all government proceedings. 

This House would ban close relatives from succeeding each 
other in public office. 

This House would not permits candidates to spend their own 
money on their political campaigns. 
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UPenn 2015 Motions  3 

ROUND 3 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would require children to support their parents in 
old age and illness. 

This House believes colleges owe athletes an education. 

This House would ban cosmetic surgery except for 
reconstructive purposes. 

 

 

Flight B 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would permit children to work. 

This House would allow athletes to take performance 
enhancing drugs. 

This House would ban beauty contests. 
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UPenn 2015 Motions  4 

ROUND 4 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would permit parents to opt their children out of 
standardized testing. 

This House would require grammar schools to teach cursive 
writing. 

This House believes that schools should be run by a local 
board composed of parents. 

 

 

Flight B 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House believes parents should not help their children 
with homework. 

This House would require all college students to spend a year 
studying in a foreign country. 

This House believes parents have the right to close poor public 
schools. 
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UPenn 2015 Motions  5 

ROUND 5 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would ban rent controls.   

This House would limit income inequality. 

This House would rather tax the rich than encourage charity 

 

 

Flight B 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would eliminate all mandatory government 
licensing of professions. 

This House would limit wealth inequality. 

This House believes that government aid is inherently harmful. 
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UPenn 2015 Motions  6 

Partial Octos 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would ban construction in flood zones. 

This House believes global warming is inevitable. 

This House would eliminate farm subsidies in developed 
countries. 

 

 

Flight B 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House prefers amelioration to prevention with respect to 
global warming. 

This House would require labeling for food with genetically 
modified (GMO) content. 

This House would not revive extinct species, even if this were 
possible. 
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UPenn 2015 Motions  7 

Quarterfinals 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House believes that we have a responsibility to actively 
spread democracy. 

This House believes that emigrants have a responsibility to 
their country of origin. 

This House would bring the US before the International Court 
of Justice for its surveillance activities. 

 

 

Flight B 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House believes we have a responsibility to actively 
improve women’s rights in other countries. 

This House would require immigrants to conform to the 
culture of their adopted country. 

This House would bring the US before the International Court 
of Justice for its treatment of prisoners. 
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UPenn 2015 Motions  8 

Semifinals 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would not agree to nuclear disarmament, even if 
all other countries did. 

This House would negotiate with terrorists. 

This House believes drone strikes targeting specific individuals 
are immoral. 

 

FINALS 

Flight A 

Instructions 

 Read motions 

 Coin toss to 
assign choices 

 Choice of 
motion 

 Choice of side 

This House would require a civics test for the right to vote. 

This House would permit businesses to invoke a conscientious 
religious objection. 

This House would replace prison sentences with victim 
compensation. 

 


